
stranded for the night on an isolated 
body of water, of which there are 
many along Henkel's route to Osh­
kosh. Henkel, like just about every­
one with straight floats, carries a bit 
of extra fuel in the float lockers, too. 
He never counts on his full four-hour 
range, planning all of his landings 
with more than an hour's fuel left in 
his tanks. 

Carrying all this extra fuel and 
survival equipment, along with some 

. basic tools in case you are stuck out 
and need to repair a float or an alter­
nator belt, begs the question, is there 
any room left in the weight and bal­
ance for your passengers and bags? 

The answer for Mike Volk, who 
flies the 160-hp Cessna 150, is nope. 
"My wife had to fly up to the show 

DE VRIES AND JEPSON LACKED for little 

in the Beaver's cavernous fuselage. The 

good news is that the emergency gear 

went unused. 

on commercial airlines, because [ 
needed to carry extra fuel for the 
trip from Winter Haven, Florida, to 
Oshkosh," he smiled. Volk, whose 
airplane meanders along at a steady 
95 knots, actually used his 20 gallons 
of canned fuel as part of the plan to 
get from stop to stop on his three-day 
journey north. With 40 gallons in the 
tanks and 20 more in the floats ready 
to pour, he ca.n extend the airplane's 
4.5-hour range for another two hours 
or so. iiI have a fuel flow gauge in the 
panel, and a. good GPS with which to 
determine my point of no return," 
Volk explained. 

And weather? iiI pretty much delib­
erately took a routing that would give 
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me plenty of outs, and I resolved to 
tie up the airplane and go out to the 
airport to pick up a commerCial flight 
at any point along the way where the 
weather grounded me for a chunk of 
time," he explained. "That's just how 
you have to do it when you've got a 
schedule to keep." He recently invest­
ed in a Garmin 396, as well, so that 
he can see the weather onscreen while 
he's in the air. It solves the problem 
many seaplane pilots have. "We fly so 
low, in most cases, that Flight Watch 
can't hear us when we call," said Volk. 
"The best I used to be able to do was 
listen to other pilot's responses and 
guess which way the weather was 
going when I was airborne. Now, with 
the Garmin, I can see it." 

Volk, who heads up the Seaplane 
Pilots Association, needed to be at 
AirVenture 2005, and wanted to fly 
his airplane so that he could leave it 

in Minnesota after the show for the 
duration of what was forecast to be 
a buSY hurricane season at his home 
base in South Central Florida. His 
routing on the three-day journey took 
him to Bagby State Park Reservoir in 
Georgia, then on to Guntersville, Ala­
bama, which has an airport, SAl, with 
a runway that ends on the shore of a 
long lake. "We ported the fuel from 
the self-serve tanks across the airport 
in the cans r had until the airplane 
was all full and the cans, too," said 
Volk. Then he hopped back in the air­
plane and flew around the bend to a 
Hampton Inn perched on a hill above 
the lake. The seaplane was moored in 
front of the hotel's beach, and Volk 
was set for the night. The next day's 
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a long time since anyone had seen a seaplane 
around there, much less a de Havilland Beaver," 
DeVries remembered. "But everyone was great." 
The two stayed nearby in the Fort Peck Hotel and 
learned a little bit about the boom and bust of 
the sleepy little town of 250, which once housed 
40,000 workers during the depression, when the 
Fort Peck Dam was constructed. 

DeVries' autogas STC came in handy on the 
next leg, when they landed at Lakeside Marina 
in Jamestown, North Dakota, where there was 
no sign of avgas anywhere, even though they 
had called ahead to the local airport that had, in 
the past, supplied passing seaplanes with avgas. 
There were plenty of curious boaters, recalls 
DeVries, who followed them, Pied-piper-like, 
into the little marina after they landed. "We 
were a little bit like, well, electricity coming to 
Kansas. A real curiosity to them," he said. Even 
so, the marina folks were great about taking 
three loads of gas in from a nearby station to fill 
up the Beaver and get them on their way. The next stop, 
Lino Lake, and Surfside Seaplane Base, near Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, had plentiful avgas that was reasonably priced, 
as long as you had cash (no plastic accepted). From there 
it was just under two hours to Lake Winnebago, and the 
EAA Seaplane Base. 

Arriving during the show, as DeVries and Jepson did, 
meant they had to pull out that three-ring binder again 
and flip open to the pages downloaded from www.oshko­
shseaplanebase.com, which contains all the information 

they needed, from locations and 
THE BEAVER IS TOWED :dents to radio frequencies and 
to its mooring by the aircraft operating guidelines to 
dedicated Seaplane arrival and departure procedures. 
Base volunteeers A qUick orientation pass at 600 
of Airventure. feet is advised for all newcomers, 

flying from north to south over 
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the seaplane base and landing ONCE ON THE WATER 
area on the lake in front of it, it is time to listen for 
with a left turn out after the clearance into the lagoon_ 
pass, which sets you up for a Planes without radios use 
circle back to line up into the light signals or flags. 
wind. With more than 100 air­
craft typically operating in and out of the base during 
AirVenture, it's imperative that pilots keep a good eye out 
for traffic, speak up on the radio, and give way to aircraft 
on final approach or maneuvering in the water. Patience 
and politeness will get you everywhere-even, eventually, 
onto the water safely. 

Once on floats arrivals need to watch for signals, either 
lights or flags or both, as well as listen on the radio for 
permission to taxi into the lagoon, where moorings, water 
taxis, and fuel docks wait. 

There are also rough water landing and departure pro­
cedures, all spelled out on the website. 

DeVries and Jepson found that some of the best AirVen­
ture accommodations are the ones you bring yourself. The 
two unloaded the Beaver and set up camp in the tent sites 
at the EAA Seaplane Base, which is equipped with portable 
toilets and showers, as well as food vendors and free trans­
portation back and forth to the main show at Wittman 
Field. The seaplane base proved the perfect respite when 
they were tired from pacing the flightline, and had stiff 
necks from watching all the afternoon air show regalia. 
Rumor has it the food there rocks, too. 

With less than one-tenth the activity of Wittman 
Field, the EAA Seaplane Base provides all who discover its 
charm with a sort of calm that is close to what it must feel 
like to be in Oshkosh when there isn't a fly-in going on. 
Definitely something worth flying cross-country for, those 
pilots who come every year, like Henkel, will tell you. So, 
will you come on over? The water's fine. ~.~ 


