


A GAS PUMP at a dock, at the Moline,’
Qﬁad Cities seaplane base near Quincy:
Ilinois 'on the Mississippi-River, with
the correct Kind of fuel, is ifm best.
possible scenario.

me plenty of outs, and I resolved to
tie up the airplane and go out to the
airport to pick up a commercial flight
at any point along the way where the
weather grounded me for a chunk of
time,” he explained. “That’s just how
you have to do it when you've got a
schedule to keep.” He recently invest-
ed in a Garmin 396, as well, so that
he can see the weather onscreen while
he’s in the air. It solves the problem
many seaplane pilots have. “We fly so
low, in most cases, that Flight Watch
can’t hear us when we call,” said Volk.
“The best [ used to be able to do was
listen to other pilot's responses and
guess which way the weather was
going when 1 was airborne. Now, with
the Garmin, I can see it.”

Volk, who heads up the Seaplane
Pilots Association, needed to be at
AirVenture 2005, and wanted to fly
his airplane so that he could leave it
in Minnesota after the show for the
duration of what was forecast to be
a busy hurmicane season at his home
base in South Central Florida. His
routing on the three-day journey took
him to Bagby State Park Reservoir in
Georgia, then on to Guntersville, Ala-
bama, which has an airport, 8A1, with
a runway that ends on the shore of a
long lake. “We ported the fuel from
the self-serve tanks across the airport
in the cans [ had until the airplane
was all tull and the cans, too,” said
Volk. Then he hopped back in the air-
plane and flew around the bend to a
Hampton Inn perched on a hill above
the lake. The seaplane was moored in
front of the hotel’s beach, and Volk
was set for the night. The next day’s
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Aviator Flight Bags

Introducing 2 new flight bags, the Pilot Flight Bag and
the Trip Bag, made of fully padded nylon for extreme
durability. They feature wraparound carry straps for
strength, a non-slip detachable shoulder strap, and
high-quality zippers on the main compartments.

Pilot Flight Bag, 11" tall x 10" wide x 8" deep, $44.95
{ASA-BAG-PILOT)

Trip Bag, 11" tall x 16* wide x 8.5" deep, $69.95
(ASA-BAG-TRIP)

Aviation Supplies & Academics, Inc.
Call 1.800.A5A.2.FLY or visit www.asa2fly.com for a dealer near you!
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a long time since anyone had seen a seaplane
around there, much less a de Havilland Beaver,”
DeVries remembered. “But everyone was great.”
The two stayed nearby in the Fort Peck Hotel and
learned a little bit about the boom and bust of
the sleepy little town of 250, which once housed
40,000 workers during the depression, when the
Fort Peck Dam was constructed.

DeVries’ autogas STC came in handy on the
next leg, when they landed at Lakeside Marina
in Jamestown, North Dakota, where there was
no sign of avgas anywhere, even though they
had called ahead to the local airport that had, in
the past, supplied passing seaplanes with avgas.
There were plenty of curious boaters, recalls
DeVries, who followed them, Pied-piper-like,
into the little marina after they landed. “We
were a little bit like, well, electricity coming to
Kansas. A real curjosity to them,” he said. Even
so, the marina folks were great about taking
three loads of gas in from a nearby station to fill
up the Beaver and get them on their way. The next stop,
Lino Lake, and Surfside Seaplane Base, near Minneapolis,
Minnesota, had plentiful avgas that was reasonably priced,
as long as you had cash (no plastic accepted). From there
it was just under two hours to Lake Winnebago, and the
EAA Seaplane Base.

Arriving during the show, as DeVries and Jepson did,
meant they had to pull out that three-ring binder again
and flip open to the pages downloaded from www.oshko-
shseaplanebase.com, which contains all the information
they needed, from locations and
idents to radio frequencies and
aircraft operating guidelines to
arrival and departure procedures.
A quick orientation pass at 600
feet is advised for all newcomers,
flying from north to south over

THE BEAVER IS TOWED
to its mooring by the
dedicated Seaplane
Base volunteeers

of Airventure.

ONCE ON THE WATER
it is time to listen for
clearance into the lagoon.

the seaplane base and landing
area on the lake in front of it,
with a left turn out after the
pass, which sets you up for a
circle back te line up into the
wind. With more than 100 air-
craft typically operating in and out of the base during
AirVenture, it’s imperative that pilots keep a good eye out
for traffic, speak up on the radio, and give way to aircraft
on final approach or maneuvering in the water. Patience
and politeness will get you everywhere—even, eventuaily,
onto the water safely.

Once on floats arrivals need to watch for signals, either
lights or flags or both, as well as listen on the radio for
permission to taxi into the lagoon, where moorings, water
taxis, and fuel docks wait.

There are also rough water landing and departure pro-
cedures, all spelled out on the website.

DeVries and Jepson found that some of the best AirVen-
ture accommodations are the ones you bring yourself. The
two unloaded the Beaver and set up camp in the tent sites
at the EAA Seaplane Base, which is equipped with portable
toilets and showers, as well as food vendors and free trans-
portation back and forth to the main show at Wittman
Field. The seaplane base proved the perfect respite when
they were tired from pacing the flightline, and had stiff
necks from watching all the afternoon air show regalia.
Rumor has it the food there rocks, too.

With less than one-tenth the activity of Wittman
Field, the EAA Seaplane Base provides all who discover its
charm with a sort of calm that is close to what it must feel
like to be in Oshkosh when there isn’t a fly-in going on.
Definitely something worth flying cross-country for, those
pilots who come every year, like Henkel, will tell you. S0,
will you come on over? The water’s fine. £Zia-

Planes without radios use
light signals or flags.



